
The following sermon was preached by Pastor Joel on Transfiguration Sunday, Feb. 7, 2016. 
Based on the passages from Exodus 34:29-35 and Luke 9:28-43, it is entitled:  "Who's Being
Transfigured?"

Have you ever seen someone
become radiant?  Have you ever seen
someone's face shine?  

Like the face of a child when they
have come to show you their first missing
tooth?  Or when they have that Valentine's
card they have worked so hard on, hiding it
behind their back as they stand in front of
you, anxious to give this special thing, made
just for you?

How about the face of a groom as he
awaits his bride, or his groom, walking
toward him down the aisle?  Or the glow of
a young woman who has just discovered she
is pregnant?  The bright shining eyes of your
loved one, as you are celebrating your 50th
anniversary, remembering all of the
wonderful years the two of you have shared.

Or perhaps you've seen a light shine
forth from a preacher as she is speaking
about some great concern that comes from
the depths of her heart.  Or a speaker at a
rally who is filled with a hope for the future,
even amidst the clearly difficult and tragic
circumstances that surround her and all of
those present of that place and time.  

We can experience a radiance in
another person in many simple day to day
exchanges.  Those moments of a bright
joyful anticipation for something good,
something cherished or of a deep
recognition of gratitude, or well being.  And
then there are those other, perhaps rarer
moments, where the radiance on a person's
face and perhaps their whole persona,
convey something that is more momentous,
more sacred, deeply moving and powerful,
where a sense of justice and rightness, are
being called upon and proclaimed with
passion and urgency!

As a child I remember seeing
President Kennedy on television and being
enamored by his presence, just by the
feeling I got when I heard him speak.  He
seemed to be one of those people who just
had an aura of light that beamed around him,
wherever he went.  And there was a similar
feeling, though different, when I watched,
again on TV (for I was too young to go and
see him in person), Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. speak at protest rallies, or in churches or
in interviews as he marched down some
Main Street somewhere, pushing for civil
rights for people of color in our country. 
His was a different light.  It was the light of
justice, the light of truth, a light, which from
the perspective of my young mind, could
only come from God.

This is the kind of light we are
hearing about in our scripture readings for
today.  In the story of Moses, we have this
peculiar story about how his face radiated a
light, after he had spent those 40 days and
nights up on the mountain with God, fasting
and receiving the 10 commandments,
communing there with the God presence.  

When I hear this story, I picture it
literally, and think that if I were to make a
movie of this scene, Moses' face would be
bright red, as if he had been badly
sunburned or burned from being too close to
the edge of a volcanic crater, (which is how
Mt. Sinai seems to be described).  He might
even have blisters,  and his skin would
shine, like burned skin shines, tight on his
face, with his eyes standing out, bright
against his colored skin, a very dramatic
appearance.

Of course, we cannot know exactly
what Moses looked like, but what the story
is suggesting, is that Moses' appearance, told
the people that he had been with God, and



that the presence of God continued with
him, even after coming down from the
mountain.  And that presence of God was a
frightening thing, a power to be feared and
respected.  And yet, a power to be sought
out, to be consulted and to be listened to.

In the Lukan passage, Jesus takes his
three closest disciples with him up a
mountain.  We are not told the name or
place of this mountain, but symbolically,
mountains are the place where one goes to
find, or be close to God.  For Jesus,
mountains were often the place he sought
for solitude and prayer.  And this is the case
here.  Jesus ascends the mountain to pray. 
And it is while he is praying that he
undergoes this changing of his appearance,
this transfiguration.  

It says "the appearance of his face
changed, and his clothes became dazzling
white."  The mountain, the appearance of his
face changing, this all hearkens back to the
Moses story.  The message for Luke's
readers is that Jesus, is indeed the one, as
Peter had proclaimed previously in this
chapter, as "the Christ of God."  

Indeed there is a great deal of
symbolism going on here.  We have the light
emanating from Jesus, signifying divinity,
or having been in the divine presence, as in
the Moses story.  We have the 2 figures,
Moses and Elijah, representing the core of
Judaism, the Law and the Prophets,
suggesting Jesus' fulfillment of the covenant
between God and Israel and a continuity
with the God and faith of the Jewish people. 
But they also represent a sweep of time and
God's purposes.  Moses stands for the
Exodus, the bringing of God's people out of
slavery and into freedom, and the giving of
the laws, statutes and commandments that
have guided God's people.  And Elijah
represents the prophets who foretold of
God's continuing presence with Israel, and
toward a future where all people would

know of God's steadfast and enduring love. 
But Elijah is also the one who was to come
at the end of the age, to usher in God's
Messiah, to pave the way for the coming
reign of God.  So as Jesus stands between
them, he is conversing with the beginning
and the end, so to speak, signifying the
eternal and ongoing nature of his being.  The
continual moving forward of God's reign,
God's light, on earth.

There is also the odd use of the word
translated as "departure" when Jesus and
Moses and Elijah are speaking about his
coming passion and death.  The word is
actually "exodus" and so we again have a
hearkening back to the Exodus journey. 
This along with the mention of Peter
wanting to build 3 dwellings or huts, would
remind Luke's readers of the feast of
Tabernacles, or Sukkot, the Jewish holiday
recalling the 40 years of wandering in the
wilderness by the children of Israel.  Thus
again an emphasis on journeying, on the
journey to freedom, but also on joy, great
joy, as Sukkot was a celebration of the
harvest and of remembering all that God had
done for the people.  Sukkot was Judaism's
most joyful celebration of the whole year. 
You may recall the joy of our own Sunday
School kids last fall, as they built their own
sukkah hut in the front yard.

So, we have all of this, all of this
symbolism packed into this vision of Jesus,
being transfigured, shining, glowing, radiant
with the light of the God presence,
connected with prayer and the message from
God that says, "This is my Son, my Chosen;
listen to him!"  

This then is what the disciples who
were there, Peter, James and John, were
given.  This is the light that they were
witness to.  And though we are told that they
kept these things to themselves and told no
one about it, it was a light that would
permeate and inform their thinking, their



very being, and later after Jesus' death and
resurrection, would shine out of them as
they carried forth his gospel.

The little story at the end of that
reading is given as optional in the
lectionary.  I wanted to include it in our
reading today because I think it represents
an additional part of this message that is
vital for us.  

We, like the disciples, can know and
be filled by that same light that they
witnessed there on the mountain.  In fact we
are called to take in that light, the light of
Christ, until we too are transfigured in the
Spirit, and then to carry that light within and
with us wherever we go.  And if we are
indeed doing what we are being called to do,
that light may very well, be seen in, on and
around us, by others.  If we are striving and
giving our whole selves to bringing all that
Jesus taught, all that he symbolized, all that
he gave to us, with that passion and urgency
that undergirds each of our callings, then

that light of Christ will transfigure and shine
through us.

When Jesus and his disciples came
down from that mountain, they didn't go
someplace to bask in the glow of what they
just encountered.  They brought that light
down with them.  And they shared it, by
healing the child that the other disciples
could not yet heal.  They brought freedom to
that child and his father from the illness that
had bound them.  That family, that
community were then and there
transformed.  And the light moves forward.  

We must carry that same light out
into the world in which we live, to those
bound by the evils that oppress our world
today.  It is the light of God's presence, the
light of the journey to freedom, the light of
the journey to hope, to joy, to peace.  May
we journey together in the brightness of that
same light, with radiant faces all!   Amen.


